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Bribery and corruption are to be found everywhere under
different guises. In countries with a more reserved code of
Behaviour, an official who had acceded to a request might receive
a fat cheque one fine day with a little note saying that the liberty
had been taken of putting a few pounds on the winner of the
last race, which by sheer luck had started at 10 to 1; it might also
happen that the official did not accept. The Stavisky affair had
already made it abundantly clear that such discretion was no
longer in fashion in France, and the " National Revolution ", after
so many years of malpractice, only tended to make the corruption
worse, for even the Petit Parisien, on the occasion of the second
anniversary of Petain's rise to power, thundered that corruption
was more firmly established than ever. Some of the Eastern
Europeans claimed that from 1934 onwards France could scarcely
be distinguished in this aspect from Tsarist Russia.
One thing had certainly ceased to be merely a scandal and had
degenerated into shameless cynicism, namely, the tariff in the
particular form of bribery connected with traffic in passports, and
rights of residence in France was virtually standardised, and it
was definitely known exactly how much any particular official
and the various agents concerned had pocketed,
.  Since no one could travel without a passport and the majority
of refugees in Europe no longer had one, a market in forged pass-
ports, "doctored " passports, and genuine but irregular passports
issued by the competent authorities but not registered in the
consular books, and temporary or diplomatic passports, flourished
throughout Europe, with branches in Paris, Zurich and Barcelona,
The method of illegally issuing passports was a common practice
with some corrupt Nazi consuls in Marseilles and Naples, who
would prolong for fantastic sums the validity of German pass-
ports for some  of the rich Jewish refugees, especially  those
resident in Paris, since they had found  travelling easier with
these  documents than with  the special   French passports  for
refugees, arid business as a result better.   To obtain a passport
it is necessary to have a nationality, and so  a naturalisation
market was added to the passport racket.   The figures for the
business done by these markets would well compare with that
of any other average international industry.   The little Central
and Southern American States particularly excelled hi this type of
modified and modernised " slave " trade:
The Consul-General for a certain country in Paris "natural-
ised ", that is to say inscribed on the, private books of 'the
Consulate, thousands-of foreigners and ;then supplied them with